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got to know that when we spend that money, 
it’s going to go to save lives. 

The other key component, interestingly 
enough, in Africa that’s going to make a huge 
difference is the faith-based community. The 
faith-based community from all religions, all 
walks of life, are interested in being a part 
of this—solving this pandemic. 

And the other issue is hunger. Our country 
puts a billion a year up to help feed the hun-
gry. And we’re by far the most generous na-
tion in the world when it comes to that, and 
I’m proud to report that. This isn’t a contest 
of who’s the most generous. I’m just telling 
you as an aside. [Laughter] We’re generous. 
We shouldn’t be bragging about it. But we 
are. We’re very generous. 

However, one of the things it seems like 
we’ve got to do is help Africa feed herself. 
There is no reason in the world why the great 
continent of Africa can’t be self-sustaining in 
food, and not only self-sustaining; how about 
being—the capacity to help others eat. And 
it’s got a great potential. 

So that’s the mission. The mission at home 
is to help those who hurt and make the vast 
potential of America available to every cit-
izen. The mission abroad is to use our good 
heart and good conscience and not turn our 
back away when we see suffering. 

It has been a—it’s a huge honor to rep-
resent our country overseas. It is a—I am 
a proud American. I’m proud of what we 
stand for. I’m proud of our heritage. I under-
stand we’ve had tough times in our history. 
But the thing about it is, we never get stuck 
in history. We always move beyond. We’re 
always trying to improve. And we base it, our 
history and our decisionmaking, our future, 
on solid values. The first value is, we’re all 
God’s children. 

May God bless you. Thank you for your 
time. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred 
to Rev. Tony Evans, Oakcliff Baptist Church, Dal-
las, TX; Rev. Eugene F. Rivers III, Azusa Chris-
tian Community, Dorchester, MA; President 
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda; and Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria. 

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on the 
‘‘Project BioShield Act of 2003’’ 

July 16, 2003 

In my State of the Union Address, I out-
lined a major research and production effort 
called Project BioShield to better protect the 
American people against possible bioterrorist 
attacks. I commend the House for passing 
the ‘‘Project BioShield Act of 2003.’’ This leg-
islation will help spur the development and 
availability of next generation counter-
measures against biological, chemical, nu-
clear, and radiological weapons. I urge the 
Senate to act on this very important legisla-
tion. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 

July 16, 2003 

Dear lllll : 
Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104– 
114), (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine and 
report to the Congress that suspension for 
6 months beyond August 1, 2003, of the right 
to bring action under title III of the Act is 
necessary to the national interests of the 
United States and will expedite a transition 
to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G. 
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom 
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on 
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, 
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member, 
House Committee on Appropriations. 
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The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom 
July 17, 2003 

President Bush. Good afternoon. It is, 
once again, a pleasure to welcome the Prime 
Minister, Tony Blair, and Cherie Blair to the 
White House. Mr. Prime Minister, fabulous 
speech. Congratulations. 

In his address to Congress this afternoon, 
Prime Minister Blair once again showed the 
qualities that have marked his entire career. 
Tony Blair is a leader of conviction, of pas-
sion, of moral clarity, and eloquence. He is 
a true friend of the American people. The 
United Kingdom has produced some of the 
world’s most distinguished statesmen, and 
I’m proud to be standing with one of them 
today. 

The close partnership between the United 
States and Great Britain has been and re-
mains essential to the peace and security of 
all nations. For more than 40 years of the 
cold war, we stood together to ensure that 
the conflicts of Europe did not once again 
destroy the peace of the world. The duties 
we accepted were demanding, as we found 
during the Berlin blockade and other crises. 
Yet British and American leaders held firm, 
and our cause prevailed. 

Now we are joined in another great and 
difficult mission. On September the 11th, 
2001, America, Britain, and all free nations 
saw how the ideologies of hatred and terror 
in a distant part of the world could bring vio-
lence and grief to our own citizens. We re-
solved to fight these threats actively, wher-
ever they gather, before they reach our 
shores. And we resolved to oppose these 
threats by promoting freedom and democ-
racy in the Middle East, a region that has 
known so much bitterness and resentment. 

From the outset, the Prime Minister and 
I have understood that we are allies in this 
war, a war requiring great effort and patience 
and fortitude. The British and American peo-
ples will hold firm once again, and we will 
prevail. 

The United States and Great Britain have 
conducted a steady offensive against terrorist 
networks and terror regimes. We’re disman-
tling the Al Qaida network, leader by leader, 

and we’re hunting down the terrorist killers, 
one by one. 

In Afghanistan, we removed the cruel and 
oppressive regime that had turned that coun-
try into a training camp for Al Qaida, and 
now we are helping the Afghan people to 
restore their nation and regain self-govern-
ment. 

In Iraq, the United States, Britain, and 
other nations confronted a violent regime 
that armed to threaten the peace, that cul-
tivated ties to terror and defied the clear de-
mands of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil. Saddam Hussein produced and possessed 
chemical and biological weapons and was try-
ing to reconstitute his nuclear weapons pro-
gram. He used chemical weapons in acts of 
murder against his own people. 

The U.N. Security Council, acting on in-
formation it had acquired over many years, 
passed more than a dozen resolutions de-
manding that the dictator reveal and destroy 
all of his prohibited weapons. A final Security 
Council resolution promised serious con-
sequences if he continued his defiance. The 
former dictator of Iraq chose his course of 
action, and for the sake of peace and security, 
we chose ours. 

The Prime Minister and I have no greater 
responsibility than to protect the lives and 
security of the people we serve. The regime 
of Saddam Hussein was a grave and growing 
threat. Given Saddam’s history of violence 
and aggression, it would have been reckless 
to place our trust in his sanity or his restraint. 
As long as I hold this office, I will never risk 
the lives of American citizens by assuming 
the good will of dangerous enemies. 

Acting together, the United States, Great 
Britain, and our coalition partners enforced 
the demands of the world. We ended the 
threat from Saddam Hussein’s weapons of 
mass destruction. We rid the Middle East 
of an aggressive, destabilizing regime. We 
liberated nearly 25 million people from dec-
ades of oppression, and we are now helping 
the Iraqi people to build a free nation. 

In Iraq, as elsewhere, freedom and self- 
government are hated and opposed by a rad-
ical and ruthless few. American, British, and 
other forces are facing remnants of a fallen 
regime and other extremists. Their attacks 
follow a pattern. They target progress and 


